THE    DIARY
The first Impression In examining the full version of
these years is surprise at the enormous difference in
length between it and the Forster's text used by
Austin Dobson, Take the full year 1700. Austin
Dobson gives twenty-seven entries. In the Abinger
Monthly Record there are seventy-seven! But
dismay at the mutilation of the Diary by this drastic
editing is allayed when the actual entries are ex-
amined. In August and September, for instance, the
Austin Dobson text gives two entries,, the full
version, n. But in what do the omitted entries
consist? Except for a reference to health and the
weather and a visit to his daughter and son-in-law
Draper, they are all accounts of sermons, some of
immense length. To mention other passages omitted
from the published version, there is a note that Mrs.
Evelyn, "Still affected with a cough," had gone "for
the benefit of the air on the beach" at Greenwich; a
note on her recovery and the birth of a grandchild;
his own suffering from stone; his being "over-
come with drowsiness" during one of the long
sermons, and the statement that when he cannot
hear sermons in church he reads them at home.
There are instances which show the old man was still
revising up to 1702.
Against the entry of June 28th, 1702, "I went to
visit Mr. Pepys at Clapham," there is a marginal
note, "Here is a mistake of the days for I dined at
Lambeth the isth and at Mr. Pepys the i8th."
On May I4th, 1703, he visits the Archbishop at
Lambeth, and, "I called in also at Clapharn to visit
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